
PFAS
WHAT ARE PFAS CHEMICALS?

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

GenX Chemicals  
GenX chemicals are 

a replacement 

for PFOA.

PFOA & PFOS
U.S. manufacturers voluntarily phased out  

PFOA and PFOS, two specific PFAS chemicals.

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a group of man-made chemicals that includes PFOA, PFOS and GenX 

chemicals. Since the 1940s, PFAS have been manufactured and used in a variety of industries around the globe, 

including in the United States. PFOA and PFOS have been the most extensively produced and studied of these chemicals. 

Both are very persistent in the environment and in the human body. Exposure to certain PFAS can lead to adverse 

human health effects.

WHAT EPA IS DOING

Issued drinking water health advisories 

(70 parts per trillion) for 

PFOA and PFOS in 2016

Provided support for 10 states with site-specific 

PFAS challenges and problems:

NC (Cape Fear River), MI, DE, WV, CO, 

NY (Hoosick Falls), OH, NH, VT and NJ

Updated website to include tools and 

information so that states, tribes and local 

communities can understand, assess and address 

PFAS incidents and emergencies 

Established methods to measure 

14 PFAS compounds in drinking water

Provided national monitoring data for 

6 PFAS in drinking water

Identified all PFAS chemicals that are 

legally available for production and use

Identified five treatment processes 

for PFOA and PFOS 

Some of the agency’s work includes: development of additional toxicity values, analytical methods for additional PFAS 

and non-drinking water media as well as treatment options for PFAS in drinking water. EPA is also hosting a National 

Leadership Summit on PFAS in May 2018. 
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