








CITY of VALDOSTA GEORGIA

John Gayle

Mayor

December 19 2019

Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Board of Trustees and Staff of the

Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program

co Ms Taylor Brown

2 Martin Luther King Jr Drive SE
Suite 1370 East Tower

Atlanta GA 30334

SUBJECT LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR CONSERVE GEORGIA GRANT PRE

APPLICATION FOR LAND ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT OF

TROUPVILLE RIVER CAMP IN LOWNDES COUNTY

Dear Ms Brown and Board of Trustees

On behalf of the Valdosta City Council it is with great pleasure that we supply this letter of support

for the WWALS Watershed Coalitionspreapplication for grant assistance for the Troupville River
Camp in Lowndes County

The Troupville River Camp would be a great asset to our community The proposed property is in an
excellent location near the Confluence of the Little River with the Withlacoochee River and not far

from I75 and GA Highway 133 The initial investment for this project would be small and the long

term ecotourism it would create would be far reaching Not only would the Troupville River Camp

be a boon to Valdosta and Lowndes County but also for other communities in South Georgia and
North Florida

We want to make Valdosta a place where people will want to live work and play and the Troupville

River Camp would help us to achieve that goal We wholeheartedly recommend and humbly ask for

your consideration of the preapplication for grant assistance for the Troupville River Camp in

Lowndes County

L t
John Gayle
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c/o Taylor Brown 

Board of Trustees & Staff of Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

Ste. 1370 East Tower 

1 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. SE 

Atlanta GA 30334 

 

Dear Ms. Brown and Trustees, 
 

Please accept this letter as an endorsement of the WWALS Watershed Coalition’s pre-

application for grant assistance regarding the Troupville River Camp project. 
 

The VLCCCTA believes that improvements in the destination’s tourism-related offerings will 
build the travel and tourism industry’s economic impact. The Troupville River Camp would not 
only enhance the destination’s appeal to the outdoors market but it would also garner more 
attention for Valdosta, Lowndes County and South Georgia that could lead to even greater de-
velopment in the future. 
 

The increase in travel and tourism business would have a positive impact on the economy 
here and, likewise, the quality of life. 
 

Thank you for your consideration and please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions 
or need additional information of any kind. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Chris Hamilton 

President & CEO 

Valdosta-Lowndes Co. Conference Center & Tourism Authority 

chamilton@valdostatourism.com 

Tel. 229.245.0513 

mailto:chamilton@valdostatourism.com










 

COLLEGE of SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

Donald M. Thieme, PhD 

Associate Professor 

Department of Physics, Astronomy, 

Geosciences, and Engineering Technology 

1500 North Patterson Street 

Valdosta, GA  31698-0050 

 

dmthieme@valdosta.edu 
https://mypages.valdosta.edu/dmthieme/ 

229-219-1345          Thursday, December 5, 2019 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 
I am very pleased and excited about the proposal by WWALS to develop the Troupville River Camp. The property in question 

is at the juncture of the Little River and the Withlacoochee River, two large tributaries to the Suwannee River watershed. As 

we discussed with John Quarterman in a recent field visit to the property, there are many questions in my own research and 

that of Dr. Can Denizman which can be pursued through fieldwork and continuous data collection from areas on the property. 

 

The two rivers which meet at the proposed Troupville River Camp are very different in both channel sinuosity and sediment 

being delivered to their floodplains. Upstream along the Withlacoochee River, the surface flow sometimes connects with 

both shallow groundwater and the Upper Floridan Aquifer through karst conduits in both siliceous and carbonate sedimentary 

rocks. We have been investigating these connections in recent research using geophysical methods which include both 

electrical resistivity tomography (ERT) and ground-penetrating radar (GPR). 

 

I am planning to work at the proposed Troupville River Camp property this spring with students in my course on 

Environmental Soil Science (GEOL 3710). I plan to train my students in soil description while sampling these floodplain 

soils and then complete some basic laboratory analyses which should be useful in planning future use of the landscape. 

 

Along with Dr. Denizman and other colleagues in the Department of Physics, Astronomy, Geosciences, and Engineering 

Technology, I will be collaborating with WWALS on the development of the Troupville River Camp project. We discussed 

how to harvest LiDAR data on surface topography with the surveyors and engineers working for WWALS. We will help 

WWALS use this data to identify areas of possible prehistoric and historic cultural activity and select areas where subsurface 

coring or trenching may yield useful information about environmental change in the Upper Suwannee River watershed. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
_______________________________  

Donald M. Thieme, Associate Professor  

Physics, Astronomy, Geosciences, and Engineering Technology   

DEPARTMENT of PHYSICS, ASTRONOMY & GEOSCIENCES 
PHONE 229 333 5752 • FAX 229 219 1201 • WEB www.valdosta edu/phy • ADDRESS 1500 N Patterson St. •  Valdosta GA 31698 - 0055 

 
 



  

3308 Country Club Road 

Valdosta, Georgia  31605 

Mail:   PO Box 5146 

Valdosta, Georgia  31603 

P. 229.242.2551 

F. 229.244.8358 

 

www.mccallinc.com 

December 13, 2019 
 
Ms. Taylor Brown 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Board of Trustees and Staff of the  
Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program 
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, SE 
Suite 1370 East Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Conserve Georgia Grant Application for Land 

Acquisition and Development of Troupeville River Camp, Lowndes County 
 
Dear Ms. Brown and Trustees: 
 
Please accept this letter as my indication of support for the WWALS Watershed Coalition’s Application 
for grant assistance regarding the Troupeville River Camp project. 
 
As a property owner of separate properties in Valdosta, Lowndes County, and on the banks of the 
Suwannee River in Florida, I fully support the mission of the WWALS Watershed Coalition and the 
work they are doing for the rivers. The impact their work will have to help monitor and keep clean 
these watersheds will have great impact for generations to come. The funding provided by this grant 
will only serve to add to their ability to do this work and to help citizens learn about and experience 
these rivers that are the natural assets of the State of Georgia. 
 
As a Principal of McCall Architecture, I am glad to offer my firm’s in-kind architectural services to the 
project to assist in any planning or architectural design needed. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this Application. Please let me know if any additional support or 
documentation would be helpful. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
John M. “Mac” McCall  
 
JMM/jp 
 
 



To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Mark Gaither, the current president of the Valdosta Disc Golf Association 

(VDGA), and on behalf of the club, I would like to offer our support on the construction of the 

Troupville River Camp. Valdosta currently has the 5th highest ranked disc golf course in the state

according to the Disc Golf Scene (www.discgolfscene.com). VDGA has about 60 members and 

many other locals that frequent Freedom Park, the place of our current, single course. Likewise, 

we have out of town visitors come to annual events at our course and even some that come to the

area just to play at Freedom Park. The VDGA club members have become a family and rally 

together to support one another and take great pride in our facility. We would take the same kind 

of pride in the new establishment at the River Camp. Having two superb courses in our area 

would attract even more out of town visitors to enjoy quality disc golf.  

VDGA’s members have documented over 300 hours of volunteer labor at our current disc

golf course since August of 2018. It would be safe to say we have worked many more 

undocumented hours. Nearly every time I go to the park, I try to make it a little nicer than it was 

when I got there. Our club members would be an important partner in helping to keep the River 

Camp park and grounds clean. Our members would gladly offer services in the design of the new

course at no charge. The addition of a recreational disc golf would make the River Camp an even

more attractive place for people to visit. I look forward to seeing how the VDGA can help in the 

construction and maintenance of the new Troupville River Camp. 

Sincerely,

Mark Gaither 

Valdosta Disc Golf Association President







Project Title: Troupville River Camp 

Project Sponsor: WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc.  

 

Withlacoochee 
and Little River 

Water Trail   

River Camp 
Campsites 

 
Trails   Interpretative Stations 

 

 

  Complete by   

□  2018-2019 

Partners identified; WWALS & KLVB sponsor community clean-ups with Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and others; 
landowner hosts site visits; VLPRA & local governments briefed; 300 Paddle Georgia paddlers visited in 
canoes, kayaks, and paddle boards, greeted by the Lowndes County Chairman, a representative of the 
Valdosta Mayor, the head of the Historical Museum, and a Planning Commissioner; local publicity on radio, 
TV, and newspapers 

□  Summer - Fall 
2019 

Project elements refined; ASA Engineering is preparing Conceptual Plan pro bono; Florida examples 
studied; potential roles & responsibilities explored; Funding Proposal  prepared 

□  Fall 2019 
-Summer 2020 

Secure Funding from Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program, with match from City of Valdosta, Lowndes 
County, or possibly other sources, plus in-kind water quality monitoring, pro bono services, etc. 

□  Fall 2020  Acquire Land from willing landowner 

□  Summer – Fall 
2020  Prepare Site & Facility Plans in conjunction with Advisory Committee, local & regional agencies 

□  Fall 2020 – 
Winter 2021  Final Plans approved by VLPRA and WWALS boards 

□  Winter 2021  Secure Permits from appropriate agencies 

□  Spring 2021  Bid proposals solicited & evaluated; Contractor selected 

□  Spring 2021 – 
Winter 2022  Construction managed by VLPRA or other agency 

□  1 st Quarter 
2022  Ribbon Cutting & River Camp “launch” early Spring 2022 

 



GEORGIA OUTDOOR STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

COST ESTIMATE / PROJECT BUDGET FORM

Project#: Date Submitted: October 31, 2019
Revision B, 2019-11-07

Applicant: WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc. Total Project Cost: $674,000
Total Funding Requested: $504,000

Project Name: Troupville River Camp Total Match Commitment: $170,000

ITEM DESCRIPTION GRANT FUNDS MATCHING IN-KIND ($) MATCHING CASH ($) TOTAL
Design, Engineering & Environmental 60,000.00 60,000.00

Architectural Design 50,000.00 1,200.00 1,000.00 52,200.00
Contingency 55,000.00 5,000.00 60,000.00

Historical interpretation 2,000.00 2,000.00
Ecological & Geological interpretation 4,000.00 4,000.00

Category Total 178,200.00
Direct Labor Costs 0.00
Trail improvements 25,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 27,000.00

River landing improvement 5,000.00 1,000.00 6,000.00
Campsite construction 120,000.00 2,000.00 5,000.00 127,000.00

0.00
0.00

Category Total 160,000.00
Contractual Services 0.00
Electrical connection 6,000.00 6,000.00
Water and sewage 6,000.00 6,000.00

River scouting & deadfall clearing 2,000.00 2,000.00
Water quality testing 1,800.00 1,800.00

Geological examination 2,000.00 2,000.00
0.00

Category Total 17,800.00
Materials or Supplies 0.00

Trail construction materials 12,000.00 4,000.00 16,000.00
River landing construction materials 6,000.00 1,000.00 7,000.00

Campsite construction materials 150,000.00 10,000.00 160,000.00
Interpretative signs 2,000.00 3,000.00 5,000.00

0.00
0.00

Category Total 188,000.00
Purchase or Rental of Equipment 0.00

Emergency and tour boat and motor 0.00 0.00
Dock for emergency and tour boat 2,000.00 2,000.00

Water quality test kits (10) 5,000.00 5,000.00
0.00
0.00

Category Total 7,000.00
Other (Must be Specific) 0.00

Land Purchase 123,000.00 123,000.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Category Total 123,000.00
Grand Total 674,000.00

Grant: 504,000.00 Match: 20,000.00 150,000.00 170,000.00

***Volunteers who donate job specific professional skills and/or equipment operation ( grading contractors, plumbers, electricians, etc.) can value their time and/or equipment 
at their standard rates but may not exceed the rates outlined at https://www.wdol.gov. General labor rates (no professional skills required) must not exceed $11.40 per hour.


	Sincerely,

