
Department of Transportation spokeswoman Beth Frady said Thursday the webinars are not a 
replacement for task-IRUFH�PHHWLQJV�EXW�³DGGLWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV´�IRU�WDVN�IRUFH�PHPEHUV to 
gather input during the pandemic. 

³7KHVH�YLUWXDO�PHHWLQJV�KDYH�PDGH�LW�VR�DQ\RQH�IURP�6RXWK�)ORULGD�WR�1RUWK�)ORULGD�FDQ�DWWHQG�

and be heard, and we would expect the First Amendment Foundation to celebrate this additional 
transparency while we work to NHHS�RXU�IHOORZ�FLWL]HQV�VDIH�´�)UDG\�VDLG�LQ�DQ�HPDLO� 

Frady added that the department plans to hold in-SHUVRQ�PHHWLQJV�³DV�VRRQ�DV�LW�LV�VDIH�WR�GR�VR�´�
But she also referenced state laws, which allow agencies to conduct public meetings by video. 

³7R�GDWe, these webinars have included participation from more than 1,700 attendees, with more 
than 120 people providing public comment to the task forces during the designated comment 
SHULRG�´�)UDG\�ZURWH��³7KLV�LV�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�WKDQ�ZH�KDYH�UHceived during the in-
person task force meetings, demonstrating how technology can facilitate participation in a 
PHHWLQJ�E\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�ZKR�DUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�DWWHQG�LQ�SHUVRQ�´�  

The proposed roads, signed into law by Gov. Ron DeSantis in 2019, are a priority of Senate 
President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, and have been backed by groups including the Florida 
Chamber of Commerce, Associated Industries of Florida, the Florida Ports Council and the 
Florida Trucking Association. Supporters say, in part, that the projects will help prepare for 
future growth and aid in disaster evacuations. 

(QYLURQPHQWDOLVWV�KDYH�YRZHG�WR�ZDJH�³ZDU´�DJDLQVW�WKH�URDGV��ZKLFK�WKH\�PDLQWDLQ�ZLOO�

devastate large rural and natural tracts of land. 

Annual funding for the work is expected to reach about $140 million. 

Among bills now before DeSantis are a proposal (HB 969) to set aside up to $5 million a year for 
broadband services to accompany the road corridors and a proposal (SB 7018) to direct the 
Department of Transportation to plan and build staging areas for emergency response along the 
WXUQSLNH�V\VWHP��ZLWK�D�SULRULW\�LQ�³FRXQWLHV�ZLWK�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI���������RU�OHVV�LQ�ZKLFK�D�

multi-XVH�FRUULGRU�RI�UHJLRQDO�VLJQLILFDQFH�LV�ORFDWHG�´�7KRVH�ELOOV�ZHUH�SDVVHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�\HDU¶V�
legislative session. 

An initial timeline called for the task forces to provide final reports by October, with 
construction expected to begin before the end of 2022. However, because of COVID-19, the 
deadline for the task-force reports has been pushed back to Nov. 15. 

 


