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Economic Contributions of Data Centers in the United States 

Executive summary 

'DWD�FHQWHUV�SOD\�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�SURPLQHQW�UROH�LQ�GLJLWDO�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DFURVV�PDQ\�LQGXVWULHV��UHÀHFWLQJ�ULVLQJ�GDWD�

volumes and expanded use of technologies such as real-time analytics, AI, and cloud computing. In 2023 and 2024, 

increased adoption of AI coincided with higher demand for compute-intensive data center capacity, contributing to 

elevated levels of investment during the study period. 

5HÀHFWLQJ�FKDQJHV�LQ�KRZ�GDWD�FHQWHU�VHUYLFHV�DUH�RUJDQL]HG�DQG�GHOLYHUHG��WKLV�DQDO\VLV�DGRSWV�DQ�H[SDQGHG��IXQFWLRQ�

EDVHG�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�WKH�GDWD�FHQWHU�VHFWRU�WKDW�FDSWXUHV�GDWD�FHQWHU�VHUYLFHV�ZKHUHYHU�WKH\�DUH�SURGXFHG��UDWKHU�WKDQ�

OLPLWLQJ�PHDVXUHPHQW�WR�D�VLQJOH�LQGXVWU\�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ��8QGHU�WKLV�GH¿QLWLRQ��WKH�LQGXVWU\¶V�UROH�H[WHQGV�EH\RQG�SK\VLFDO�

infrastructure, with associated economic activity observed across multiple sectors of the economy. This expanded 

GH¿QLWLRQ�UHDOORFDWHV�H[LVWLQJ�HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLW\�DFURVV�LQGXVWULHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�LQWURGXFLQJ�QHZ�DFWLYLW\��HQVXULQJ�WKDW�

economy-wide totals are preserved. 

Economic contribution 

As summarized in Table E-1, including direct, indirect, and induced 

H�HFWV�IURP�GDWD�FHQWHU�FRQstruction and operations, the total number 

of jobs supported by the industry nationwide increased from 4.7 million 

in 2023 to 5.5 million in 2024 (17 percent growth). At the national level, 

each direct job in the data center industry is estimated to support 

4.5 additional jobs in the broader U.S. economy in 2024. These 

HPSOR\PHQW�H�HFWV�DUH�GLVWULEXWHG�DFURVV�PDQ\�VHFWRUV��UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�

industry’s diverse economic linkages. 

7KHVH�EURDG�HPSOR\PHQW�H�HFWV�DOVR�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�VXEVWDQWLDO�

labor income and GDP contributions, underscoring the industry’s 

extensive upstream and household spending linkages. Driven by 

the compensation levels associated with the industry and its supply 

chain, the total labor income supported by the industry (including 

WKH�GLUHFW��LQGLUHFW��DQG�LQGXFHG�H�HFWV��URVH�IURP��������ELOOLRQ�LQ�

�����WR��������ELOOLRQ�LQ����������SHUFHQW�JURZWK���)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�

sector’s total contribution to the U.S. economy’s value added, or GDP, 

JUHZ�IURP��������ELOOLRQ�LQ������WR��������ELOOLRQ�LQ����������SHUFHQW�

JURZWK���KLJKOLJKWLQJ�LWV�PHDVXUDEOH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�RYHUDOO�QDWLRQDO�

economic output.1 

1. Value added is a term commonly used by economists to describe how much an industry contributes to a nation’s or state’s GDP. It represents the additional value created 

DW�D�SDUWLFXODU�VWDJH�RI�SURGXFWLRQ��9DOXH�DGGHG�LV�PHDVXUHG�DV�WKH�GL�HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WRWDO�UHYHQXH�RI�WKH�LQGXVWU\�DQG�WKH�WRWDO�FRVW�RI�LWV�PDWHULDOV��VXSSOLHV��DQG�
services purchased from other businesses, other than capital goods. Value added can also be derived as the sum of employee compensation, proprietors’ income, pretax 

income to capital owners from property (including depreciation), and taxes on production and imports (including excise taxes, property taxes, fees, licenses, sales taxes, 

and custom duties paid by businesses). 
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