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Appendix B 

Data sources and methodology for 
economic contribution 

This appendix describes the methodology used to derive 

the economic contribution estimates presented in this 

VWXG\��,W�¿UVW�RXWOLQHV�WKH�GDWD�VRXUFHV�XVHG�WR�HVWLPDWH�WKH�

data center industry’s direct employment, labor income, 

DQG�YDOXH�DGGHG�XQGHU�WKH�H[SDQGHG�LQGXVWU\�GH¿QLWLRQ��,W�

then describes how indirect and induced contributions are 

HVWLPDWHG�XVLQJ�DQ�LQSXW±RXWSXW�PRGHOLQJ�IUDPHZRUN� 

Direct jobs, labor income, and
value added 

PwC’s estimates of direct employment, labor income, and 

value added encompass full-time and part-time workers as 

well as self-employed individuals engaged in the delivery 

of data center services. Employment and income estimates 

are derived primarily from government statistical sources, 

supplemented by modeling techniques where recent data 

are not yet available. 

The State Annual Personal Income and Employment 

dataset published by the BEA is the only government 

VRXUFH�WKDW�SURYLGHV�KLVWRULFDO�WRWDO�HPSOR\PHQW�¿JXUHV�

(including self-employed individuals) by industry. 

However, this series is available only through 2022, as 

BEA discontinued it for subsequent years. To estimate 

employment and labor income for 2023 and 2024, PwC 

relied on a combination of more recent government 

datasets (including BLS and Census Bureau sources) and 

modeling techniques to extend the historical series. 

([SDQGHG�LQGXVWU\�GH¿QLWLRQ 

5DWKHU�WKDQ�GH¿QLQJ�WKH�GDWD�FHQWHU�LQGXVWU\�VROHO\�E\�

D�VLQJOH�LQGXVWU\�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ��WKLV�VWXG\�DGRSWV�DQ�

H[SDQGHG��IXQFWLRQ�EDVHG�GH¿QLWLRQ�WKDW�FDSWXUHV�GDWD�

center services wherever they are produced. Under 

WKLV�DSSURDFK��WKH�GDWD�FHQWHU�LQGXVWU\�LV�GH¿QHG�E\�

the delivery of core data center infrastructure services, 

including compute, storage, networking, hosting, and 

continuous operational control. 

NAICS code 518210 (Computing Infrastructure Providers, 

Data Processing, Web Hosting, and Related Services) 

UHPDLQV�WKH�FRUH�DQFKRU�RI�WKH�LQGXVWU\�GH¿QLWLRQ�DQG�LV�

LQFOXGHG�LQ�IXOO��UHÀHFWLQJ�LWV�FORVH�DOLJQPHQW�ZLWK�GDWD�

FHQWHU�VHUYLFH�GHOLYHU\��+RZHYHU��WKH�H[SDQGHG�GH¿QLWLRQ�

recognizes that a growing share of data center services is 

SURGXFHG�RXWVLGH�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�FODVVL¿HG�XQGHU�1$,&6�

code 518210, particularly within adjacent IT services and 

infrastructure-management industries. 
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