

Notes from Chris M
At a high level, I would send any city/county employee working on an ordinance to the Douglas County, Georgia Planning Department director for advice.
Attached: Douglas County’s adopted data center related building/zoning codes are attached. Data centers are required to apply for a special use permit, which adds additional layers of public scrutiny. Douglas County also adds some standard conditions to each data center project they approve. 
The City of Atlanta requires water/energy needs among other items and prohibit data centers in some areas of the city: https://link.edgepilot.com/s/55da678f/YcocRRFnLE2oYVYhr8PvxQ?u=https://atlantacityga.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=%26MeetingID=4061%26MediaPosition=%26ID=35357%26CssClass%3D
 Coweta County’s draft ordinance will require public meetings, and a conditional use permit in light industrial zones but not industrial zones.  It also requires closed loop cooling: I am not personally sure that is a good requirement as cooling systems could change and they are not actually defined.
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/0276bc7c/C8dTwUeUk0Gj0eMo73oBww?u=https://www.coweta.ga.us/government/planning-development-ordinances/data-center-ordinance
 
Forsyth and Lumpkin Counties have all but prohibited data centers:
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/0b5c908b/Mbo3BjEloEG7Q1a0s2bWSw?u=https://library.municode.com/ga/forsyth_county/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=1385393
 https://link.edgepilot.com/s/7ff574a9/vjFlSSPPAEeszbd0SnlJZA?u=https://library.municode.com/ga/lumpkin_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH27LAUSPEZO_ARTIVACRECOUSAP_CH9COCE_S27-4.9.1DE
 
Gilmer and others have prohibited cryptocurrency operations:
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/df5f0cbd/epfDeOVy9k6a3_DpWG0BiA?u=https://library.municode.com/ga/gilmer_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SP1GEOR_CH28CRDAMI
 
DeKalb County has proposed to create data center ‘classes’ based on size, which makes sense for a densely developed county, and requires energy/water/transmission and other plans like the City of Atlanta:
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/f01bff4b/_3HvhEiviUGkCpVcJQZEBA?u=https://engagedekalb.dekalbcountyga.gov/data-center-text-amendment
 
Outside of Georgia…
 Attached: Tucson, AZ has specific requirements for large water users.
 You can also direct city/county planners to these two documents:
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c4b3e3dc/fYSI761iwki1Rt3KxFZC4Q?u=https://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2024-data-centers-in-virginia.asp
 https://link.edgepilot.com/s/24fd5f47/sd4ccnls8kWT3EZxHgpk4w?u=https://pgccouncil.us/1051/Qualified-Data-Center-Task-Force
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